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First Baptist Church
Proudly Announces...

August, 2009

m Free Career Resource Center

Thursdays — 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Volunteers are available to provide resume
assistance and help on other job search
topics. Books, sample letters and
computers with internet access are
available for your use.
All are welcome.

mParent 60s Day Out
Tuesdays and Thursdays only: 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Periodic child care program for busy parents!
Daily rate is $16 per child
Half-day rate is $8 per child
For more information, contact our church office
At 708-352-2740



Page?

The Chimes

Fore!! Miniature Golf Anyone?

The Top of the Hill group will be
hosing a miniature golf outing p
again on Wednesday, August 12th
at 7:00 p.m. We will be golfing at
Lost Mountain in Woodridge.
Lost Mountain is located at 1535
75th Street,Woodridge, IL. This is
fun for all ages. There will be a
gathering place for a snack afte
the golf. If you are interested in
attending, please contact T.J. Lit-

wiler. We encourage everyone to -
participate!!

Bridal Shower for Danielle Legan and Steve Schikora

Danielle Legan  will soon be /'\ ;

marrying  Steve Schikora on /'\
Saturday, September 26 ™. Leslie
Kelley and Billie Nelson will be

hosting a bridal shower immedi-

ately after the Birthday Sunday

celebration on August 30 ", Danielle

i s registered at Koh
Bed Bath & Beyond.

For more information, contact
Leslie.
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ABC Biennial Meeting Report

From Friday, June 26 to Sunday, June 28, Pastor Dennis, Pastor Michael and | attended the Biennial Convention of the American
Baptist Churches USA in Pasadena, California. Pastor Dennis and | served as delegates from First Baptist, while Pastor Michael was
a participant, meaning simply that he could not vote on matters of business. | think both pastors would agree that it was an active,
interesting and ultimately blessed event.

A long plane ride and a seemingly equally long airport shuttle trip brought us to Pasadena, which is a beautiful area. Nestled against
the mountains, with broad tree-line boulevards, bustling open pedestrian malls and weather that always seems to be sunny and 82°, it
was a great backdrop for the Biennial activities.

The theme of the 2009 Biennial was "These Hands . . . These Feet" and Jesus' proclamation in John 20:21 that "I am sending you."
Building on the recent denominational emphasis that we are "Serving as the Hands and Feet of Christ", we were treated to several
rousing "plenary sessions" (where all attendees come together) with outstanding music and provocative messages.

0 Friday evening's opening worship began with a Mariachi band, and the speaker relied on the story of Jesus healing the man
with the withered hand (Matthew 12:9-13) to encourage us to "stretch" in everything we do in our walk with the Lord.

0 The Saturday morning speaker was Nick Vujicic, a young Australian evangelist born without hands or feet, who brought a
powerful and unique perspective to the convention's theme.

0 Sunday morning we heard from the president of the Baptist World Alliance, whose quietly effective sermon ended with par-
ticipants standing together in affirmation of their commitment
0 Sunday evening's closing session, held off-site at the First Baptist Church of Pasadena, featured Dr. Robin Smith, a well-

known psychologist who often appears on the Oprah Winfrey show and also happens to be an American Baptist pastor. Rick Warren
also "dropped by" to bring words of greeting.

In between these sessions, the Biennial took up the important business of the proposed restructuring of the denomination. The re-
structuring would basically have returned the denomination to a more decentralized model of the past, but had many additional facets
that caused discussion and concern. Ultimately, the restructuring failed by a very small number to obtain the two-thirds vote needed
for approval. Denominational officials responded productively, seeking written input from all participants regarding the strengths and
weaknesses of the failed proposal, presumably with the intent of presenting a refined restructuring plan at the 2011 Biennial in Puerto
Rico. Pastor Dennis voted against the restructuring, while | voted for it. | sure either of us (and Pastor Michael too) would be happy to
speak further to anyone interested in what was admittedly a fairly complicated process.

Beyond all that "official" business was the chance to visit with representatives of American Baptist-related organizations and fellowship
with friends new and old. Pastor Dennis, Pastor Michael and | all attended a small breakfast session with Northern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, and both pastors attended a similar breakfast for Judson University. While they were with Judson, | was at breakfast
meetings for Alderson-Broaddus College (an American Baptist school in West Virginia) and the American Baptist Historical Society. |
was able to introduce the pastors to friends who serve with National Ministries, the American Baptist Assembly (Green Lake), the
American Baptist Historical Society and churches in our own region, as well as to personal friends like my former pastor from Pitts-
burgh and the widow of the man who baptized me in Pittsfield, Massachusetts in 1978.

It was a pleasure to meet Pastor Dennis' brother, Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Haggray, who serves as the Executive Minister of the District of
Columbia Baptist Convention. Pastor Michael, for his part, left the "old guys" behind to attend several networking events held among
young American Baptist pastors. My own sense is that both pastors significantly experienced and shared in the process and people
of American Baptist life -- which, given that neither comes from an ABC background, was a major purpose of their trip.

For me, the chance to spend extended time with both of our pastors was one of the greatest blessings of the trip. From shared wor-
shipping experiences to late-night forays on the streets of Pasadena looking for food, | came away even more aware of how much
God has blessed First Baptist Church with the presence of these two men.

It remains a great honor to represent FBC at these event sns,
please feel very free to see me.

T.J. Litwiler
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First Baptist Church Family,

It always gets our attention when things are not as we expect. No matter how small the
matter, our "world" is somehow shaken when events do not progress as anticipated. We are shaken
awake from the (falsely) perceived regularity of our lives, reminding us that the future is never as
secure as we pretend.

This summer, the weather we have been experiencing is not what we expect out of summer.
With the exception of a few days in June, this summer has been considerably cooler than past
years. To me, it seems we've been having quite a few summer storms blow through, but none
seems to bring much precipitation. All in all, it's a rather peculiar season we're having.

Don't think I'm complaining. When April and | are engaging in the "Battle of the Thermostat," |
am always advocating cooler temperatures. During an average summer, you'll find me melting in a
lounge chair or chilling in front of the AC with an ice cold root beer or Pepsi. This summer, I've been
out walking, fishing, and overall enjoying the wonderful weather we are experiencing. For me, the
weather this summer has been perfect--warm enough to do most anything, but cool enough you
don't get overheated even during the hottest part of the day.

But it's still a little unsettling. | keep checking the weather, waiting for the heat index to sud-
denly rise, crippling any plans for outdoor escapades. | continually under dress, putting on shorts on
days the weather requires pants. Despite my enjoyment of the weather, it just doesn't seem . . .
well . . . right.

And, on some level or another, it reminds me that | don't know as much as | think. On a far
less scandalous level, | am reminded of God's scathing words to Job in Job 38 and following. There
God (paraphrased here) asks Job, "What do you know about this world? What do you know about
the way things work? Only | know, because | am the one who created and ordered this universe."

What do | think | know about this world? How much confidence do | put in my own
predictions about the future, whether in minor areas such as the weather or in major areas such as
my own financial security?

One of the primary messages of Job is that this world (and by association God) is more
mysterious than we admit. As Dr. Claire Lewicki tells Cole Trickle in Days of Thunder (though I'm
sure it originated in a far more "intelligent" context), "Control is an illusion." Any control we think we
have over this world is tenuous and temporary at best, whether we are trying to control the weather
(by predicting it) or secure our future (by relying on processes of this world for our provisions).

We must cultivate an attitude that recognizes God will provide for us. Whether it rains or
snows, is hot or cold; whether the stock market is bull or bear; whether home prices are high or low,
or credit is available or not; we must recognize--and truly believe--that God will indeed provide for
us.

We cannot predict the future, but we can rest in the God who will always provide for us. We
cannot master the forces of this world, but we can appeal to the architect who was present when the
foundations of the world were laid. We should thank God for the inaccuracy of meteorologists, for it
reminds us this world is beyond our knowledge and control.

a:
Shalom,

Michael Strickland, Assistant Pastor



Dear Members and Friends,

Believe it or not, summer is moving too swiftly! Here at FBC we are
continuing to enjoy a worshipful summer. Several visitors have attended our
services. God continues to smile on FBC. If you have not had the opportunity
to worship with us at 10:00 am therr personally, | want to invite you to do

SO.

Attending the ABCBiennial in July was a refreshing experience. God is alive
and active in the church! Our ABC leaders showed evidence of God working in
their lives as well as the corporate affairs of our denomination. Can God count
on you? We are the hands and feet of Jesus. Your participation, Christian
witness and financial stewardship are important to our success and posterity.

| call on you to come forward and present your labor of love and stewardship

to God for the up building of His Kingdom.

This month edition of theChimes contains several key articles for your uplift
and edification. As requested of each member, please take extra copies of the
bulletin with you each Sunday and leave one with a friend or in a public place.
It is our way of witnessing about Christ and sharing information about FBC.
Remember, this Fall we will continue to celebrate 125 years of service to the
community through FBC.

The challenge ahead is for the church to remain relevant, radical and
AT 1T T EOOAA O ATEITC '"TABO xEI1T "1 AB80
commitment to live out the mission of Christ? If you are not informed, come

for one of our Sunday sermons may redirect you and your resources in the
right way.

| look forward to seeing your face in the place (FBC) soon!
Love to all of you!

Sincerely,

Dennis A. Haggray

Senior Pastor
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August Fellowship Offering A Church World Service

Church World Service works with vice supports sustainable grassroots de-
partners to eradicate hunger and velopment, disaster relief, and refugee
poverty and to promote peace and assistance, and we educate and advo-
justice around the world. Together cate on hunger-related issues. In the
we reach out to neighbors in need U.S., we help communities respond to
near and far--not with a hand out, but  disasters, resettle refugees, promote fair
ahandup. So, i f y oudr enatiomabakd integhatibnal policies, and
help build a better worldé a world provide educational resources.

where thereddyomudweh for all
come to the right place!

Around the world, Church World Ser-

OAround the Campfirebo

A group from First Baptist rain we received in the wee hours of
participated in the first family Saturday morning was not sufficient to
camping trip in at least recent dampen anyoned6s sl eep
history. Ten of us braved uncertain and no one seemed particularly bothered
weather forecasts and Friday by mosquitoes once liberal amounts of
northbound rush hour traffic on July deet had been applied. The food was

10th for an overnight camping plentiful and the company enjoyable,

experience at Ch awhetherQoaingadundtheSie art e
Park. The weather ended up perfect,standing in darkened silence witnessing
with cloudless afternoons and a nat ur eli@dshowa s er

gentle breeze. The small amount of

Windy City Thunderbolts Baseball Game

[N
\ On July 7th, a group from First Baptisured a 54 victory for the Bolts! The

attended a Windy City Thunderbolts nine in attendance enjoyed great
baseball game. This Frontier Leaguéellowship and fun, thanks in part to an
team is based in Crestwood, one of iPhone that allowed us to learn a

L § the South suburbs. Though off to angreat deal about the previously

S early lead, the Bolts later fell behind unknown (to us) Frontier League
their rivals, the Kalamazoo Kings. A
rally in the bottom of the ninth that
brought everyone to their feet se-
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First Baptist Church of LaGrange

20 North Ashland Avenue Phone: 70852-2740
LaGrange, IL 60525 FaXZ 70&52_2741
www.fbclagrange.com

fbc-office@sbcglobal.net

August, 2009

Creative Opportunity

As part of our 125" Anniversary
celebration, we would like to |
invite our writers and poets to
compose a poem that could be
set to music as an Anniversary
Hymn. We are thinking of
something in line with the great
hymns of the faith common to
nearly all hymnals (i.e. - not a 1%
Baptist Fight Song or the next
rap video hit). All verses should
follow the same metric pattern,
but there is no restriction on
length or specific content, and a

refrain is optional. There is no reward
other than being chosen. If we receive
more than one poem, Dennis, Michael
and Kevin will make a final choice for the
one to be set. All submissions will be
printed in the Memory Book and the
premier of the Awinner
Kick-Off Sunday next September. And,
of course, you may submit your poem
with your own, original music. Send your
creations to the church office in writing or
via e-mail, attention Kevin Robbins.
Happy writing!



