FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF LAGRANGE

The Chimes

Parent 0s

Parent’s Day Out has had a
slow beginning. Because we
have not attracted as many
families as we had hoped, we
have had to cut back our
services on Tuesdays to be
by appointment only. We
do have a family that is using
the regularly on
Thursdays.

service

Because this program is very
reasonably priced and is a
“drop in”
encourage you to tell your
friends about this wonderful

program we

service.

Fees are $8 per child for half
day or $16 per child for a full
day. Drop off may begin at

Career Center

Our Career Center
continues to offer the
unemployed help in

updating resumes. We have
also been able to role play
for interviews and provide
information to help make
their resumes “stand out”
for consideration.

First Baptist Church is also

hosting the Interfaith

Day

Out

9:00 a.m. with pick-up is at
Noon or 3:00 p.m.

If the child is staying for the
entire day, we ask that the
parents prepare a lunch for
them.

If you know a Mom or Dad
who needs a few quite
hours to shop, to see the
doctor or dentist, or who
just wants a few hours of
adult peace, please suggest

this wonderful service to
them.
For more information

please call the Church office
at 708-352-2740.

Community Network group
the first Thursday of each
month in Fellowship Hall.

If you know someone in

need of these valuable
services, please direct them
to our Career Center on
Thursday mornings.  For

more information please
contact Leslie Kelley or the

church office.
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2010 Church Directories

We are in the process of updating
our Church Directories for our
Annual Meeting in March. If you
had address change,
updated your cell phone or
telephone number, please contact
the church office to be sure we
have the most current information.
If you have an e-mail address, and
wish to it in the new
Directory, please pass that
information along to the Church

have an

include

Blessed Daily Devotions

We need all members to draft a
devotion around the theme of
blessings in our church or how
God has impacted your life. Get
your Blessings to Leslie Kelley
who will coordinate this with

the 125th Anniversary

Pecans...Yummmmm

We still have some wonderful pecans
for sale. The price is $7.25 for choco-
late covered pecans and $7.00 for
shelled pecans. This price is truly a
bargain!!

Our church
shelled pecans for $5 per pound this
past Fall on vacation and has sworn do

secretary purchased

office as well. You may either e-mail
any changes to the church office or
leave the information on the desk in
the Church office. The Church office

e-mail address is:

fbc - office@sbcglobal.net

committee. We are preparing a daily
devotional booklet in conjunction
with our 125th Anniversary and
would truly like this to be a whole
church effort. Please “put pen to
paper” and create a devotional for

our booklet.

never, again shell pecans. The have very
sturdy shells and after three hours of
cracking nuts decided that the few dollars
she saved, the many “ruined” nuts did not
make up for what was a perceived
savings!! These are truly lovely nuts for
baking or just a healthy snack!
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Church Service Opportunities

There are several opportunities for you
to serve your church family on Sunday
The first Sunday of every
month we are in need of someone to
with the preparation
Communion. Every Sunday there are

mornings.

help of

opportunities for you to be of service
to the congregation by helping to
usher, be a greeter, or sponsor one of
our social hour gatherings following
the morning worship. Whatever time

you are able to give and whichever

What 6s Cooki

ndg

We have received several recipes for
our anniversary cookbook, but we need
Go through your Mom and
Grandmother’s recipe boxes for your
favorite childhood dishes.

more.

Don’t limit yourself to cooking recipes.
If you have a helpful hint for cleaning or
getting rid of those weeds in your

Labels of Education

Bacone College is still in need of
Campbell’s labels. Bring in your labels or
UPC codes from Campbell’s products,
Pepperidge Farm, V8, Prego, Fanco-
American, and Swanson products. The
bulletin board in Fellowship Hall has an
envelope to put them in. All your
support is greatly appreciated. This past

year we were able to send Bacon College

service you may be interested in
providing for your church family,
please contact Terry Parks or sign-up.
There are sign-up sheets posted on the
bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.
Please consider giving some of your
time and talents in helping out.

will be blessed from the experience!

You

at First

garden, or whatever, send it in. We
have some great cooks in our church
and some very creative individuals. So
take a few moments and jot down
your favorite recipe or helpful hint and
submit them to Terry Parks. We need
your input for the success in putting
the “125" FBC Cook Book and Helpful
Hints” together.

over [000 labels and UPC codes.
What a difference this has made for
them in meeting the needs of the
school and community. They are able
to purchase computers, educational
materials, and if you get enough...even
vans to be used for schools!!

Bapti st
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Music Minister Search Report

The Music Minister Search Committee
has now met a number of times,
reviewing applications and attending to
other practical matters. After much
prayer and diligent consideration, this
committee identified five potential
candidates, one of which has already
accepted a position at another church.
By the time you read this, the
Committee will have met the remaining
four candidates, listening to them

personal level. We are encouraged by
the talent and personalities we have
encountered. Having completed this
first phase of the search, we will meet
on Jan 3lst to identify those individuals
that most impressed us and develop a
plan of action for this next phase of our
search. Please continue to keep the
Committee in prayer as we discern
God's guidance and direction for our
church, and watch for another update in

perform at both the organ and piano, next month's Chimes

and getting a feel for them on a

Lenten Bible Study

Lent is traditionally a time of personal
devotion and reflection as one spiritually
prepares oneself for Holy Week and the
upcoming Easter season. In that spirit, the
ministers have prayerfully selected a book
of Lenten devotions to use as the basis of
personal preparation and devotion.
Parables and Passibp John Indermark,
offers a disciplined encounter with the
parables in the season of Lent. The book
allows reflection on one parable each day
(five per week) arranged around Lenten
themes. You are encouraged to utilize the
devotions individually or with your family
through the week. When we meet on
Wednesdays (6:30-7:30), we will build on
those devotions and experiences as we
reflect and respond corporately to the
movement of the Holy Spirit this Lenten
season. For books or more information,
see Pastor Michael. Make sure you have
your books before Ash Wednesday

(Feb 17th).
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Greetings and blessings on you, First Baptist Church!

As we enter the month of February, we look forward to two more weeks of a liturgical period
descriptively called "Ordinary Time." In terms of the liturgical calendar, "Ordinary Time" refers to the periods of
the year that do not fall under the "strong seasons" of Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter. The season of
Christmas ended with Epiphany, and Lent does not begun until Ash Wednesday (Feb 17). As a friend of mine
once put it, "We are in the season of no season."

But I've always wondered how accurate that statement was. Perhaps it's because | haven't strictly
arranged my religious life around the liturgical calendar (as with many Orthodox or Catholic Christians, and other
adherents of the "high church" way of doing church), but | find the "strong seasons" tend to bleed over into
"Ordinary Time." It takes me at least a week beyond Epiphany to finally catch up from the Advent and Christmas
Seasons, and then | find myself in "pre-Lenten" mode, preparing and anticipating the Lenten season and all it
requires.

Lately, I've begun to wonder if my friend is wrong about "Ordinary Time." | have begun to suspect a
wisdom and intentionality to the arrangement of the liturgical seasons. Perhaps what we really need right now is
a break.

As many of you know, my wife April has run a number of marathons. Each time she embarks on the
training required to run this 26.2 mile race, we have to be realistic about our individual commitments during the
four months of training. The first month or so is never too difficult to budget time for; daily mileages are 4-6
miles the first week. Over the weeks and months of training, the weekly and daily mileages keep going up and up
until you reach weekly mileages of 50+ miles and daily runs in the 10-20 mile range.

We've learned a lot about what it takes to "go the distance" over the years, as well as the wear-and-tear
"the distance" inflicts on the human body. One difficult lesson to learn has been the importance of rest. To an
athletic overachiever like April, training is what happens when you run. It has been hard for her to learn that the
prescribed "rest days" are just as vital to her overall development and success. Without giving her body the
ability to rebuild and recover, she cannot grow and develop the kind of muscle and conditioning required to
accomplish a major feat like running a marathon.

One author on spirituality talks about the "in-between spaces" as the places where genuine spiritual
development takes place. By this, she means that more spiritual development takes place during the "ordinary
time" of our lives than during the high points of spiritual epiphany.

I'm beginning to see "Ordinary Time" as one of those places in my life. When the liturgical calendar was
developed all those centuries ago, | wonder if its developers intuitively knew of the human need for rest and an
"in-between" space for us to process and grow spiritually.

There's a wisdom to the seasons, and we must take each in turn. Easter will come, and Lent will prepare
us for it. At that time, | hope you will join us in observing a period of personal devotion and preparation through
the available Lenten offerings. Until then, enjoy some "ordinary time" to rest, reflect, and grow. Who knows?
This "season of no season" may end up being one of tremendous spiritual growth and personal development!

Michael Strickland

Assistant Pastor
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Dear Members and Friends:

Yes it’'s February! The month referred to as the month of love. By the way, Happy Valentine’s Day!
| pray all is well in your households. As we move beyond January, | hope we are leaving the flu bug behind.
Just think, in two more months our weather will be more tolerable.

As First Baptist Church of LaGrange, we are blessed to be God’s children. In January we witnessed
the Commissioning Service of License for Pastor Michael. We will celebrate and worship with our Scouts.
Now, we look forward to Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent as we move from Epiphany.

May God’s blessing be with you as we seek to advance God’s kingdom through First Baptist Church
another 125 years. Join us for worship, prayer, study and service to our community.

Peace!

Pastor Dennis Haggray

February Fellowship Offeringfi B.E.D.S. Plus

For over 20 years BEDS PLUS has provided vital services to thousands of homeless individuals and families in
our community. In addition to safe, warm overnight shelter and hot, healthy meals, we offer professional
assistance with medical care, mental health, sobriety, employment and housing. Our staff includes case
managers, a registered nurse, addiction counselors and employment specialists. Learn The homeless people
in our villages and townships come from diverse backgrounds and complex situations. Many have recently
fallen on hard times due to job loss or cutbacks in public resources. Others struggle with mental illness or
addiction. They are our veterans, relatives and neighbors.

One person, one hour, one gift can make an exponential difference in the lives of many. Our volunteers, staff
and donors prove this from dusk til dawn, as we meet the needs of the homeless night after night, year after
year. We could not do it without financial support from individual donors in our community. From $10 to
$1000, we make sure every dollar you give has an exponential impact.
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Annual Spaghetti Dinner and Bake Sale

It's that time again! Our annual
Spaghetti Dinner is Friday, February
[2th from 5 until 8 pm.

Gather your friends, families and
neighbors and come out to enjoy
Skip’s legendary spaghetti and the
delectable goodies from the bake
sale. Tickets are $7 for adults and
$4 for children under 10. Get your
tickets from Leslie Kelly, Chris
Szot, or the church office. Flyers
are also available if you have some
place to post one. Let’s make this
a record year!

We are also in NEED Bakers for our
dessert/bake sale table at the Spaghetti
Dinner. This is the perfect time to try
something new and different! You may even
do some things right away and freeze them to
bring the items on Thursday, February |Ith.
If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate the church

office, Linda Clarke or

Terry Parks.



