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On Sunday,

January 10th we will
be packing away all
our lovely Christmas
decorations. If you
have the time, please
stay after Social Hour
and help us put away
all our “treasures.”
Many hands make for
quick work.
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Our New & Improved Website!

Check out the new
web site for First
Baptist Church of
LaGrange! Itis
great! You will see
pictures of some
recent activities,
such as the of
putting up the
Greens for
Christmas. You
can read a word of

o gncotu rﬁ\%ement

fgormtthe
Inspiration menu.

You may read some

history of the
church or find out

about the programs

we offer or what is
scheduled for the
coming month. A
very big “"Thank

You” to Leslie Kelley
and all the individuals
who took time to get
the web site up.
Another “"Thank You” to
Pastor Michael
Strickland and Deb
Ryder, our secretary,
for keeping the website
updated with current
events.

We wish to send a big
thank you to Midan
Marketing who created
the website and
provided it to us. The
website, courtesy of
Midan Marketing, is a
door to the outside
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January Fellowship Offering

Agape House is a community
of students, staff and faculty
from UIC that gather together
to learn, share and grow in
our faith journey. Rooted in
the Christian tradition, we
share our lives and faith
together through worship,
fellowship, study, and service.

Whether you come from a
particular faith background or

none at all, you are welcome

to join us as we engage in
questions about life and explore
God's call for each one of us. It
doesn't matter what you look
like, who you love, or where you
come from, we look forward to
knowing you and joining you in
your faith journey.

Going Green

As postage and production
costs keep rising, why don't
you consider getting the
Chimes via e-mail? You would
receive the publication 2 or 3
days before the printed copy
could reach you by mail. We
will also be making the

newsletter available on our “new
and improved” website. The web
version will be “sanitized” which
means there will not be any
personal information included
such as phone numbers, any
address changes/updates or our
birthday and anniversary list.
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Queen of Odd Jobs

Do you need an extra pair of hands during this busy season?

I'm available for pet/house sitting, senior care,

meal prep for shut-ins,

clutter organization & more.

Competitive rate, serving nearby western suburbs.

Marge Lund

(708) 819-8071 dog_whisperer52@yahoo.com

Pastor Mi chael

On Sunday, January 17 there
will be a Service of Licensing for
our Assistant Pastor, Michael
Strickland, as part of the
worship service at 11:00 a.m.

The License has been likened to a
“learners permit” for prospective
pastors. Itis granted to
candidates who demonstrate a
devout faith, a calling to
specialized ministry, spiritual
gifts that equip him/her for that
calling, training to hone those
skills and evidence of
competence in ministry.

Michael has impressed the FBC
Board, Senior Pastor Dr. Dennis
Haggray, and the Ordination

0s

Licensing

Board with his fitness to be
licensed. A license is a

temporary designation that
eventually leads to ordination,
which is granted for a lifetime. As
a licensed minister, Michael will be
able to perform all the duties of
an ordained clergyperson. This
includes weddings, baptisms,
communion, funerals, hospital
visitation, preaching, etc.

A reception in his honor will follow
the morning service. We hope
you will attend this special day in
the life of our Assistant Pastor and
our church.

I
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Dear Members and Friends,

Happy New Year! The year 2010 is here. What will you do with this New Year? Have
you made a New Year resolution or are you resolved to continue your unfinished
business of | ast year? | submit to you 't

At FBC we are blessed. Our blessings come through God. | pray that the close of

2009 as we celebrated our Lordds birth re
sacrifice and commitment in this New Year. | do believe that God will prosper each of

us as we celebrate the life of Christ, his ministry and the redemption he provided.

Miracles do abound. As Jesus began his ministry, know that we are called to be his
ambassadors and disciples. This year commit to following Jesus through his word

and the examples he gave us. We are new creatures in Christ!

|l | ook forward to a great year as we pl an
beyond 125 years. On the third Sunday in January 2010, FBC will officially

commission Pastor Michael Strickland with a Ministerial License. This will be a great

day in the life of the church. Plan to be present. Likewise, our church Executive

Council is planning for our growth and expansion. You will be stretched this year in all
dimensions of your stewardship. | exhort you to get on board.

The love of God constrains us to serve and love one another. As we seek to grow in
Godbs grace your challenge this year wil/|l
are spirit led. Let us begin this challenge in prayer, study, fellowship, worship and
through our community service and outreac

In closing, | love each of you. My family, Annette and Alex, sends their love as |
compose this letter from the family study in Maryland. | continue to enjoy the ministry
that God has entrusted to my care through FBC-La Grange. My personal prayer is
that renewal will occur in my life each day as | seek to face the challenges of our
future together.

Sincerely,

Rev. Dr. Dennis A. Haggray

Senior Pastor
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Greetings and Blessings on you, First Baptist Church!

I trust and pray that your Advent and Christmas has been filled with the hope, peace,
joy, and love of God and Jesus Christ.

It always amazes me how strong the urge is to reinvent myself in some way at the
beginning of a new year. Psychologists may debate whether such impulses are the
result of "nature" or "nurture," but I just know it's there. The fact that the equation
"new year = new beginning" seems to span every culture (though such years do not all
begin on January 1), suggests to me that there is just something about human beings
that causes us to gravitate toward such traditions.

But why? Don't we have the same sort of opportunity any day of the year? Couldn't I
make a resolution on March 27 or August 12 or December 8 to change something about
my life? The answer is that we could, of course. But we probably wouldn't. There
seems to be some additional power when we know thousands of others recognize the
same day of transition. When we know that there are countless others "reinventing"
themselves on January 1, we feel the freedom to shake off our old selves and try to
make our lives what we think they should be, one resolution at a time.

The value of a set time of transition was known by the ancient Israelites as well. I'm
not talking about Rosh Hashanah; I'm talking about the Year of Jubilee. Back in
Leviticus 25 and 27, regulations are given regarding a particular year-long celebration
that is to take place every fifty years. During this celebration, the fields are to lay
fallow. Family members gather with their ancestral clans. All property that was
purchased or sold in the last forty-nine years returns to its original owner (or the
owner's family). The Year of Jubilee is a dramatic picture of the world being "reset," a
time of homecoming, economic leveling, agricultural healing, and new beginnings.

If you find yourselves making resolutions this year, I pray that you will recognize your
ability in Christ to enact changes every day of the year. It is my hope that you realize
that genuine, internal changes can only come about by placing yourself where God will
illuminate and transform you. But I also have faith that you will be empowered toward
change by the corporate observation of New Year's as a time of new beginnings and
new possibilities.

May this New Year be one of Jubilee for you and your family!

Michael Strickland

Assistant Pastor
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Mitten Tree and Coat Hanger Report

Everyone was so generous in
filling up the Mitten Tree and
the Coat Hanger this year.
The donations were greatly
appreciated by Pillars,
Constance Morris House
(which helps battered women
and children) and B.E.D.S.,
our area’s shelter agency that
provides those in the
neighborhood with warm
clothing.

This year the Mitten Tree

had 4 scarves, 1 hat & scarf
set, 6 hat & glove sets, 10
children’s mittens, 33
children’s gloves, 8 women’s
gloves, 7 snow hats, 8
stocking caps, 11 knit caps,
10 fleece hats, 14 pairs of

New Bible Study Beginning

Our new Bible Study will
start on Wednesday, January
6th and continue through
Wednesday, February 10th.
We will meet in the Church
Parlor at 6:30 p.m. The new
study will examine the book
of Jonah. This class will

crew socks, and 3 men’s
gloves.

The Coat Hanger had 5
men’s coats, 7 children’s
coats, 11 women’s coats, 2
women’s snow pant sets, 3
children’s snow suits, 4
children’s jackets, 1 vest, 1
children’s snow pants, 2 pairs
of children’s shoes, 3 pairs of
children’s boots, 1 pair of
children’s moccasins and
miscellaneous children’s
clothes.

A big “Thank You” to all who
contributed to the Mitten Tree
and Coat Hanger this year.
May you be blessed by your
generosity and care for those
less fortunate.

contain some
intergenerational, multimedia
fun. Please plan to join our
group for some interesting
discussion.
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Fivst Waptist Chureh of LaGrange

20 North Ashland Avenue  Phone: 708-352-2740
LaGrange, IL 60525 Fax: 708-352-2741

www.fbclagrange.com

fbc-office@sbcglobal.net

New Church Directories

We are in the process of
updating our Church
Directories for our Annual
Meeting in March. If you
have had an address
change, updated your cell
phone or telephone
number, please contact the
church office to be sure we
have the most current
information. If you have
an e-mail address, and
wish to include it in the

new Directory, please pass that
information along to the Church
office as well. You may either
e-mail any changes to the
church office or leave the
information on the desk in the
Church office. The Church office
e-mail address is:

fbc - office@sbcalobal.net




