
September 20th will be First 

Baptist Church’s Kick-Off 

Sunday when we begin our 

new season.  The Sunday 

morning Bible Study runs 

from 9:45 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  

The Sunday Worship Service 

Hours will resume at     

11:00 a.m.   

There will be a               

Congregational Dinner     

following the worship      

service that day.  During  

the dinner we will hear from 

our President, Leslie Kelley, 

and other board members 

on the new season and 

the exciting things being 

planned.  Send a note to 

the church office to put 

your reservations for this 

special dinner in the    

Sunday Morning offering.  

Looking forward to an 

exciting year and seeing 

what God has in store for 

us. 

New Book Discussion 

Looking to spice up 

your spiritual life?  Join 

the First Baptist Church 

of LaGrange for our 

brand new book club!  

We will be having a 5 

week study and discus-

sion on the newly      

published “Encountering 

Life’s Endings” written 

by Louis Silverstein.  All 

are welcome, it’s going 

to be a great time for 

fellowship and           

discussion.  The group will 

meet every Thursday, 

starting on August 27th 

through September 24th 

from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 

p.m. at Caribou Coffee in           

LaGrange at 30 North     

LaGrange Road,             

LaGrange, IL.  Any     

questions, please call Deb 

Ryder at 708-352-2740. 
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Our Mission 

Preparing students for 
Christian service and 
leadership by helping 
them: 

 grow in faith 
 experience Christian  
     Fellowship 
 serve the needs of  
    others 
 and share Christ with 
    others 
in order to be a Christian 
witness to the university, 
the surrounding          
community and the world. 

 

 

 

Who We Are 

Judson Fellowship is a          
Registered Student            
Organization at Illinois State 
University designed to      
minister to students             
interested in worship, Bible 
study, discussion, outreach 
and Christian Fellowship. 
Our goal is to make disciples 
for Christ and reach out with 
God's love to    others on 
and off campus with the aid 
of the Holy Spirit. 

We are supported by the     

American Baptist Churches 

of the Great Rivers Region 

and Metro Chicago. 

January-July 

    2008   2009 

Income:          $93,160.75                    $92,089.40 

Expenses:                            $97,225.05                    $92,949.23 

        -$ 4,064.30                    -$    859.83 

 

July Fellowship Offering $293.00 

For International Missionaries 

Operating Income/Expenditure Report 

September Mission—University Baptist Foundation ISU Campus 
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Complete          

financial reports 

are available on 

top of the        

mailboxes in the 

Ashland Avenue 

stairwell above 

the church office. 
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Editorial comments from Andy Rooney… 
 

I've  learned.... That the  best classroom in the world is at the feet of an elderly person.   

I've learned.... That when you're in love, it shows.   

I've learned.... That just one person saying to me,  'You've made my day!' makes my day. 

I've  learned.... That having  a child fall asleep in your arms is one of the most peaceful  feelings in  

                         the world. 

I've learned.... That being kind is more  important than being right. 

I've  learned.... That you  should never say no to a gift from a child.   

I've learned.... That I can always pray for someone when  I don't have the strength to help him in some 

                         other way.   

I've learned.... That no matter how serious your life  requires you to be, everyone needs a friend to act 

                         goofy with.   

I've learned.... That sometimes all a person needs is a  hand to hold and a heart to understand.   

I've learned.... That simple walks with my father around  the block on summer nights when I was a child  

                        did wonders for me  as an adult. 

I've learned.... That life is like a roll  of toilet paper. The closer it gets to the end, the faster it  goes. 

I've learned.... That we should be glad God doesn't give  us everything we ask for. 

I've  learned.... That money  doesn't buy class. 

I've learned.... That it's those small  daily happenings that make life so spectacular.   

I've  learned.... That under  everyone's hard shell is someone who wants to be appreciated and  loved. 

I've learned.... That to ignore the facts does not change  the facts. 

I've learned.... That when you plan to  get even with someone, you are only letting that person  

                        continue  to hurt you. 

I've learned.... That love, not time,  heals all wounds. 

I've learned.... That the easiest way for  me to grow as a person is to surround myself with people  

                        smarter  than I am. 

I've learned.... That everyone you meet  deserves to be greeted with a smile. 

I've  learned.... That no one  is perfect until you fall in love with them.   

I've learned... That life is tough, but I'm tougher.   

I've learned.... That opportunities are never lost;  someone will take the ones you miss. 

I've  learned.... That when  you harbor bitterness, happiness will dock elsewhere.   

I've learned.... That I wish I could have told my Mom  that I love her one more time before she passed  

                         away.   

I've learned.... That one should keep his words both soft  and tender, because tomorrow he may have to 

                         eat them.   

I've learned..... That a smile is an inexpensive way to  improve your looks. 

I've learned..... That when your newly  born grandchild holds your little finger in his little fist,  that  

                         you're hooked for life. 

I've  learned.... That  everyone wants to live on top of the mountain, but all the  happiness and growth  

                         occurs while you're climbing it.   

I've learned.... That the less time I have to work with,  the more things I get done.  
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From the desk of Pastor Dennis A. Haggray 
 

Dear Church Family and Friends, 

What joy fills my soul, to know that it has been exactly one year since Pastor Michael and I 
arrived on board as your servant leaders. Surely time does fly!  Briefly, my reflections can be 
summed up in these few words--God has been good to me (us). 

First Baptist Church, indeed we have been on a journey.  I pray that your collective            
experience and memory will fill your hearts with joy as we place this past year in the archives 
of our church history.  The journey is not complete.  So, together, we look forward to Kick Off 
Sunday, September 20, for the 2009-10 church years.  Plan to be present and remember 
worship begins with Sunday school at 9:45 a.m. and corporate worship at 11:00 a.m. 

Can we count on seeing your face in the place as you renew your commitment to service? 

As far as our church calendar, summer is unofficially over.  That doesn’t mean you can not 
plan your next backyard barbecue.  Until winter storms come, I have always believed        
summer continues on.  Although most schools are now open, a few will not open until after 
Labor Day.  So get ready, you still have time to plan one more major event under the      
heading--Summer. 

We begin this kick off Sunday without the presence of Brother Kevin Robbins.  We must     
remember the joy that he brought to First Baptist Church and the surrounding communities 
through his gift of music.  We continue to pray for the Robbins family.  Hopefully a future 

Chimes will be dedicated to his memory.  Many continue to send memorial gifts in his 

honor.  I am certain that our choir will perform well this season because Kevin would expect 
nothing less.  The music ministry of First Baptist Church will grow deeper in spiritually as we 
prayerfully seek to move forward in the work of ministry. 

I am excited about all the new possibilities of ministry that can exist as we (First Baptist 
Church) continue to lift up 125 years of service.  Pray that your leaders, Lay and Clergy, will 
follow the vision that God gives for the growth and prosperity of our church.  As I see it, this 
is soul winning season.  We must all go forward, fulfilling the great commission. 

The journey ahead is steep but God has uniquely designed and equipped all of us for service 
in the kingdom.  Will you do your part?  I believe in you as I believe the Lord Jesus Christ.  
As we call on Him, we must remember that “He is the author and finisher of our faith.” 

Thanks be to God!  Have a great read of this month’s Chimes. 

Sincerely, 

 

Dennis A. Haggray  

Senior Pastor 



method is described in a clear and          

comprehensive way.  Recipes from the     

ancestors are acceptable in their original,      

marginally complete form (e.g.—”stir with 

green spoon, “a bowl of ripe cherries”, 

“bake in a hot oven in the usual”) since that 

adds some charm and challenge to the     

recipes.  Your submissions may be sent by 

email to the church office at                      

fbc-office@sbcglobal.net or to Terry Parks 

at jparks7713@comcast.com 

Deadline for these recipes is October 1, 

2009.  If you have any questions, please con-

tact Terry Parks. 

As part of our 125th Anniversary      

Celebration, we will be assembling a 

Memory Book which will contain         

historical articles, photographs, some 

autograph pages and a cookbook section. 

We are not doing a full blown cookbook, 

just a subsection of the Memory Book.  

We would like your childhood recipes, 

ones that have a little twist to them.    

We ask that you submit them in groups 

of three; one from yourself, one from a 

friend and one from an ancestor (if that 

ancestor was a member of the church, so 

much the better!)  Please make sure that 

the ingredients are complete and the 

“What’s Cooking…” 

fbc-office@sbcglobal.net 
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