
April’s Fellowship Offering 

goes towards the Mission 

Ministry Fund.   

 

The Mission Ministry Fund 

was at one time the “In & 

Out” account for Missions.  

When the Tsunami hit      

Indonesia in 2003 the church 

raised $1000.00 for this 

cause.  The following year it 

became a budgeted item.  

The year it became a     

budgeted item there was   

another worldly disaster.  So 

the mission board decided 

to rename their “In & Out” 

account to The Mission   

Ministry Fund.  It is not a 

budgeted item and the 

money is raised through   

donations. 

 

We try to maintain a     

minimum of $1000.00 in this 

account so we are able to 

help out should a worldly 

disaster arise or a church 

member(s) is in need.      

During these difficult and  

unpredictable times we 

want to make sure we, as 

your church, can help.  We 

would love to see this     

account grow so we could 

help subsidize our members 

that desire to go on a    

mission trip or send their 

children to church camps.  

Our ultimate goal for this 

account is to see it grow to 

$10,000.00. 

 

Thanks to T.J. Litwiler, Bettie 

Eisenbeis, Charley Robbins, 

Linda Clarke, and Terry 

Parks for being on the   

Mission Board this year.   

 

In Christ’s Love, 

Joel Parks 

Mission Chair 
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Buddy’s Place of Pillars is a family-based 

children’s grief support program for 

chi ldren ages 4 -18 who have              

experienced the death of a   parent or 

significant caregiver. Buddy’s Place    

offers children and their surviving     

parents a safe supportive atmosphere 
where they can express their grief and 

learn coping skills with others who have 

e x p e r i e n c e d  a  s i m i l a r  l o s s .  

 

Buddy’s Place is looking for volunteers 

to help support grieving children and 

their families in a variety of ways,    

including Greeter, Group Facilitator, 

Childcare, and preparing dinners. The 

required 20 hour training has been 

scheduled for April 15th, 22nd, 29th; 

May 6th & 10th  from 5-9pm. If you are 

interested, please contact Kelly     
Huggins, Director at 708.995.3750 or 

at buddy’splace@pillarscommunity.org. 

New Additions... 

Norah was also welcomed by her 

proud Grandparents Dave and    

Connie Klapperich.  We rejoice in 

this happy news! 

 

Anne & Adam Roth are pleased to 

announce the addition to their 

family.   

Norah Kay was born on March 1st.  

She weighed 8 pounds 10 ounces 

and measured 19 inches.  Norah 

has an older sister Cecilia, who 

turned 3 years old just 4 days later.  

Buddyõs Place Needs Volunteers 
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Dear Church Friends: 

 Came home on Monday, February  

22nd.  It is great to be home! 

 I want to thank you for your sup-

port.  I love all the gifts, flowers and 

cards.  They made me feel so loved.  

Thanks again for remembering me.   

 My love to you all,  

  Kay Tesmer  

 

Terry Lucke has at last been          

d i s c h a r g e d  f r o m  H i n s d a l e             

Hospital.  He is now at the Lexington 

Health Care facility at 4735 S. Willow 

Springs Rd, La Grange, in room 

204.  He is eager to receive visitors 

and calls.  His cell phone number is 

708-220-9932 

 

Please keep both Kay and Terry in your 

prayers as they heal. 

Lenten Opportunities 

THE CROSS SPEAKS  THE CROSS SPEAKS    

Friday, April 2 Friday, April 2   

12 Noon 12 Noon ðð  1:00 PM 1:00 PM   

 

An Ecumenical An Ecumenical   

Good Friday Service Good Friday Service  

Sponsored by the Sponsored by the   

La Grange Ministerium La Grange Ministerium   

 

Hosted by:                    

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH  

26 Washington Avenue  

La Grange, IL  60525  

 

Join with people from over 15 

 La Grange Churches for this    

uplifting service.  

  

 

Maundy Thursday 

Please mark your calendars with a note to 

attend the Maundy Thursday Service to 

be held at Grace Lutheran Church, April 

9th at 7:00 p.m.  This service will include 

communion.  All members of First Baptist 

Church are encouraged to attend and to 
bring family and friends with them.  Grace 

Lutheran Church is located on the corner 

of Catherine and Ogden Avenues. 

 

Good Friday 

There will be a “Tenebrea” Service at 

7:00 p.m. on Good Friday.  This is also 
the effort of  many of the local churches 

and their choirs. The service will be held 

at the First United Methodist Church of 

LaGrange located at 100 West Cossitt 

Avenue. 

 

  

News of Our òShut Insó 
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Every year Judson University sends 

teams of students on mission trips 

to various countries across 

the globe during Spring Break. The 

purpose of mission trips is to allow 

students the    experience of service 

to the less fortunate and the spread 

of the gospel. One recent mission 

trip was to Huánuco, Peru. The        

focus of this mission trip was to 

raise awareness about issues of 

abuse and neglect of children to the 

people in Peru. The team worked with a 

group called Paz Y Esperanza in Peru 

by helping construct a shelter 

for abused women and acting out skits 

in the market place. The team members 

stated that as a result of their mission 

experience they have a broader world-

view of the injustices in the peopleós 

lives around the globe.  

They now have a stronger desire to 

bring justice to all people and introduce 

them to Christós love.  

 
Leslie Kelley 

President of the  Congregation 
lesliekelley99@hotmail.com 

 
Cal Rickerd 

Building Manager 
 

Rich Kucera 
Building Maintenance 

 

 
Rev. Dr. Dennis Haggray 

Senior Pastor 
fbclagrange@sbcglobal.net 

 

Michael Strickland 
Assistant Pastor 

assistpastor-fbc@sbcglobal.net 
 

Deb Ryder 
Administrator 

fbc-office@sbcglobal.net 

Our Church Team 

Health Care Bill Signed 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/

health-care.   

As you know, this has been a      

historic month with the passing 

and signing of the health care 

bill!  Do you know what this 

means for you and your      

family?  Find the latest           

information at: 

Judson University Mission Trip 
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Dear Christian Friends, 

It’s spring time.  What a joy!  Believe it or not we survived winter.  It’s good to know that the Lord 

is blessing us right now. Two Sundays ago our church President Leslie Kelley led us in our annual 

meeting.  I trust you have read the details of the First Baptist Church annual reports.  I pray that you 

are on board as we move forward into another 125 years.  We have ambitious goals, but with Christ 

all things are possible.  I have said before and will say again each of you are wanted and needed in the 

Lord’s service.   

The seeds we plant this spring will enable us to bring forth a ripe harvest in the years to come.  

Pastor Michael and I along with your church leaders are committed to leading us into a bright future.  

As we journey through Holy Week and celebrate Resurrection, know that our church and 

community are being resurrected by the power of God.  I know that each of you will do your fair 

share. 

As you read this month’s CHIMES, I invite you to become future contributors to this newsworthy 

effort.  Through the CHIMES we can share our stories, our joys, our miracles and how Christ is 

transforming our lives.  As you come in contact with good information, a poem, a challenge, a recipe 

or good thought share it.  If you have never written an article to be published this is your season.  If 

you have a theological reflection or question, why not share it in a future CHIMES. 

Here at First Baptist Church we continue to grow and glow as we study, worship, give and support 

each other as members of the body of faith.  The early New Testament church in the book of Acts 

had everything in common.  In these tough economic times, we need each other.  I am so happy for 

the passage of our nation’s healthcare bill.  I pray its contents will not be stripped away.  Pray for our 

nation and our leader.  Pray for your pastors and lay leaders and most of all pray that God will give 

you vision, strength and resources to support First Baptist Church the remainder of this year. 

With God’s help we shall prosper as the Lord would have us to!  Have a great spring.  My love and 

my prayers are with you. 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Dr. Dennis A. Haggray 

Senior Pastor 
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Blessings and peace, First Baptist Church! 

 This month begins in the heart of Holy Week.  We have already rejoiced at the arrival of the long-

awaited King on Palm Sunday, shouting "Hosanna!" and waving palm branches in the air.  While the month of 

April may begin with the dark days of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, the spirit of the month of April 

follows that of Resurrection Sunday. 
 

 In the Christian calendar, Resurrection Sunday initiates a season known as Eastertide.  This is a season 

of celebration, commemorating the risen Christ.  The seven weeks of Eastertide corresponds to the time 

between the resurrection and Pentecost.  As you may remember, the risen Christ "presented himself alive to 

[the apostles] after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 

Kingdom of God" (Acts 1:3).  At the end of those forty days, Jesus ascended to heaven, instructing those 

remaining "not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said 'you heard 

from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now'" (Acts 1:4-5).  During Pentecost, that promised Spirit fell upon the apostles, empowering them and 
sparking a movement that even the coming centuries of oppression could not stifle. 
 

 Our movement through Eastertide should parallel that of the earliest Christians.  We rejoice in our 

risen Saviour.  We praise God as we witness the fulfillment of our Lenten hope.  We relish these forty days, 

bearing witness to the "proofs" in our own lives and seeking instruction concerning the Kingdom of God. 
 

 With Christ, God has destroyed Satan's ultimate weapon--death--inviting us into new possibilities of 

living in liberation from the destructive and violent forces of this world.  As we live out this season as a 

memorial of those first fifty days after the resurrection, it is imperative that we intentionally seek new ways 

to live as a liberated people.  We cannot live untouched by and insulated from this world, but we are capable 

of living as a people liberated and redeemed by a loving God, who has destroyed the greatest power ever 

wielded against us. 
 

 Eastertide is the season to discover how to live in the spirit exemplified by psalmists and the author 

of Hebrews:  "The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?" (Hebrews 13:6; Psalm 56:4, 11; 

118:6). 
 

 "May the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the 

sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, 

working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.  

Amen." (Hebrews 13:20-21). 

 

Michael Strickland 

Assistant Pastor 

 



Page 7 

Volume 58, Issue 4 

 

A
P
R

IL
 2

0
1
0
 

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e
d

 
T

h
u

 
F

ri
 

S
a
t 

 
 

 
 

1
 

9
:0

0
 P

ar
e
n
t’
s 

D
ay

 O
u
t 

9
:0

0
 C

ar
e
e
r 

C
e
n
te

r 

7
:3

0
  

M
au

n
d
y 

 T
h
u
rs

d
ay

 

S
e
rv

ic
e
 

2
 

1
2
:0

0
 G

o
o
d
 F

ri
d
ay

 s
e
rv

ic
e
 

at
 S

e
co

n
d
 B

ap
ti
st

  

L
aG

ra
n
ge

 

7
:0

0
 T

e
n
e
b
re

a 
S
e
rv

ic
e
 a

t 

1
st

 U
M

C
 L

aG
ra

n
ge

 

3
 

4
E

a
s
te

r 
S

u
n

d
a

y 

  
9
:4

5
 B

re
ak

fa
st

 

1
0
:4

5
 E

gg
 H

u
n
t 

1
1
:0

0
 W

o
rs

h
ip

 

5
 

6
 

9
:0

0
 P

ar
e
n
t’
s 

D
ay

 O
u
t 

7
 

B
ib

le
 S

tu
d
y 

re
su

m
e
s 

n
e
x
t 

w
e
e
k
 

 

8
 

9
:0

0
 P

ar
e
n
t’
s 

D
ay

 O
u
t 

9
:0

0
 C

ar
e
e
r 

C
e
n
te

r 

7
:0

0
 S

e
rv

ic
e
 a

t 
G

ra
ce

 

L
u
th

e
ra

n
 

9
 

1
2
:0

0
 S

e
rv

ic
e
 a

t 

Se
co

n
d
 B

ap
ti
st

  

7
:0

0
 S

e
rv

ic
e
 a

t 
F
ir

st
 

U
n
it
e
d
 M

e
th

o
d
is

t 

1
0
 

1
1
 

  
9
:4

5
 C

h
u
rc

h
 S

ch
o
o
l 

1
1
:0

0
 W

o
rs

h
ip

 

1
2
:0

0
 S

o
ci

al
 H

o
u
r 

 

1
2
 

1
3
 

9
:0

0
 P

ar
e
n
t’
s 

D
ay

 O
u
t 

7
:0

0
 E

x
e
cu

ti
ve

 B
o
ar

d
 

1
4
 

6
:3

0
 B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y 

 

1
5
 

9
:0

0
 P

ar
e
n
t’
s 

D
ay

 O
u
t 

9
:0

0
 C

ar
e
e
r 

C
e
n
te

r 

 

1
6
 

1
7
 

1
8
 

  
9
:4

5
 C

h
u
rc

h
 S

ch
o
o
l 

1
1
:0

0
 W

o
rs

h
ip

 

1
2
:0

0
 C

o
n
gr

e
ga

ti
o
n
al

 

D
in

n
e
r 

1
9
 

2
0
 

9
:0

0
 P

ar
e
n
t’
s 

D
ay

 O
u
t 

2
1
 

6
:3

0
 B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y 

2
2
 

9
:0

0
 P

ar
e
n
t’
s 

D
ay

 O
u
t 

9
:0

0
 C

ar
e
e
r 

C
e
n
te

r 

2
3
 

2
4
 

5
:0

0
 N

A
A

C
P
 D

in
n
e
r 

2
5
 N

e
w

s
le

tt
e

r 
D

e
a

d
lin

e
 

  
9
:4

5
 C

h
u
rc

h
 S

ch
o
o
l 

1
1
:0

0
 W

o
rs

h
ip

 

1
2
:0

0
 B

ir
th

d
ay

 S
o
ci

al
 

2
6
 

2
7
 

9
:0

0
 P

ar
e
n
t’
s 

D
ay

 O
u
t 

2
8
 

B
ib

le
 S

tu
d
y 

2
9
 

9
:0

0
 P

ar
e
n
t’
s 

D
ay

 O
u
t 

9
:0

0
 C

ar
e
e
r 

C
e
n
te

r 

3
0
 

 



congratulate Pastor Michael for his hard 

work.  

Pastor Michael also wishes to express his 

heartfelt gratitude for the love and prayer-

ful support provided for him throughout 

this process. 

On March 26th, Pastor Michael suc-

cessfully passed his second and final 

ordination interview.  As such, the 

American Baptist Churches—Metro 

Chicago Ordination Commission rec-

ommends that he be ordained.  It is 

truly a wonderful legacy that this con-

gregation has been privileged to bring 

candidates for ordination before our 

church family.  Pastor Michael will be 

working with Terry Parks to make the 

arrangements for his ordination ser-

vice in the near future.  We wish to 

Pastor Michael to be Ordained 

fbc-office@sbcglobal.net 

 

First Baptist Church of LaGrange 

Phone:  708-352-2740 
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