
On Saturday, February 6, 

the ABC-MC Family  

Council met at Irving Park 

Baptist Church.  First   

Baptist of LaGrange was 

well     represented by T.J.     

Litwiler, Joel Parks,       

Pastor Dennis Haggray, 

and Pastor Michael    

Strickland.  The program 

included an engaging 

speaker from National 

Ministries, Eddie Cruz, a 

Chicago native who      

attended both Judson   

University and Northern 

B a p t i s t  The o l o g i c a l         

Seminary.  In addition to        

conducting the region's   

business, these meetings 

are spiritually inspiring and 

build interconnectedness 

with our region.  Meetings 

are open to all, and the 

next meeting will be held 

at First Baptist of          

LaGrange.  While we will 

need volunteers, I hope all 

will also consider attending 

and participating in the 

day's events  

Lenten Study Continues 

Our Lenten study group 

continues on Wednesday 

evenings at 6:30 p.m.     

Pastor Dennis and Pastor 

Michael have chosen     

Parables and Passion, by 

John Indermark, as the 

subject for this study 

group.  The book offers a 

disciplined encounter with 

the parables in the season 

of Lent.  The book   allows 

reflection on one parable 

each day (five per week) 

arranged around Lenten 

themes .   You  a re            

encouraged to utilize the 

devotions individually or 

with your family through 

the week.  We will build on 

t h e  d e v o t i o n s  a n d          

experiences as we   reflect 

and respond corporately to 

the movement of the Holy 

Spirit this Lenten season.  

For books or more         

information about this class, 

see Pastor   Michael.   

The Career Center 

was the recipient of 

several computers 

donated by the    

F lor ida  P la s t i c s       

I n t e r n a t i o n a l       

Company. Terry 

Parks has been     

i n s t rumenta l  i n      

ob ta in ing  these    

computers for our 

use.  The Career 

Center has been   

averaging 8 to 10 

p e o p l e  e a c h      

Thursday.  This is a 

wonderful service we 

are able to provide 

free.   

One of the job    

seekers who specialty 

is computers has 

helped get them set 

up for use in the   

Career Center.   

Thank you!  We will 

put the computers to 

good use! 
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Career Center 

Update 



This past month we have had to say 

farewell to two pillars of First Baptist 

Church congregational family.   
 

Virginia Harris passed away in Katy, 

TX, on February 5th.  Many of you 

will remember she moved to Texas a 

year or so ago so that her son,     

Steven, might better care for 

her.  She truly enjoyed experiencing 

her family those last months of her 

earthly life.  A private graveside  

ceremony was held on Friday,     

February 12th in Lemont, IL,        

attended by her son and daughter, 

several of her grandchildren, and a 

n u m b e r  o f  h e r  g r e a t -
grandchildren.  Pastors Dennis and   

Michael were invited to officiate that 

brief ceremony, and they were blessed by 

the number of happy memories centering 

around First Baptist that were recounted 

by Virginia's children. 

 

On Wednesday, February 17th Jean Herr 

passed away.  A wake was held on Friday, 
February 19, and a memorial service was 

held on Sunday, February 21, both events 

occurred at First Baptist Church.  Both the 

visitation and memorial service were well 

attended by surviving family members and 

friends, coworkers and    caregivers, and 

present and past members and friends of 

First Baptist.  Pastors Dennis and Michael 

officiated the memorial service. 

 

Please keep these families in your prayers. 

January 

                                           2009                        2010 

Income:                            $11,450.75             $12,429.79 

Expenses:                           14,450.24               14,625.30 

                                         - 2,999.49                -2,195.51 

 

January Fellowship Offering—$251.00 

For Agape House/UIC Campus Ministry 

 

Special Offering for Haiti Earthquake Relief—$757.000 

 

Complete financial reports are available on top of the mailboxes,  

in the Ashland Avenue stairwell above the church office. 

Operating Income/Expenditure Report 

The Passing of Friends 
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First Baptist received 

a donation of a 

television set from 

Deb Ryder, our 

church secretary.  

We have already 

found use of this 

blessing during the 

ñJonahò Bible study, 

and thank her for her 

generous gift. 

With Thanks... 



On Saturday, February 20th, Pastor 

Dennis, Pastor Michael, April and    

Audrey Strickland, Cal Rickerd and T.J. 

Litwiler all attended the annual Blue & 

Gold Banquet hosted by Cub Scout Pak 

39.  The event was held at Ogden    

Avenue School, and featured a         

wonderful dinner, recognition of various 

Cub Scouts for their achievements, and 

a magic show.  The Pack was also       

presented with its 2010 charter by the 

local Unit Commissioner of the Boy 

Scouts of America. 

Pack 39 is chartered by the First Baptist 

Church, and has been in existence for 

78 years.  Some 65 boys are active in 

the Pack, which is led by a strong and 

dedicated group of parents.  In addition, 

the newly-rechartered Boy Scout Troop 

39 has grown from 10 scouts last fall to 

23 now! 

Cal Rickerd is the church’s scout liaison.  

Please pray for both Pack 39 and Troop 

39 as they work with the young men of 

our community. 

Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts to help with 

the serving and clearing of tables.  Special 

thanks to Skip and Chris Szot for their 

culinary contributions.  Job well done! 

The Spaghetti Dinner was a huge suc-

cess.  We grossed over $1,300  be-

tween the sale of tickets and our bake 

sale.  The proceeds of the dinner will be 

added to our BIRF account to do work 

on the church buildings.   

A huge thank you to everyone who 

helped make this a congregational 

event.  We were blessed to have the 

Spaghetti Dinner Report 

Church Annual Meeting 

questions and concerns before the 

congregation.   

We will also be discussing our         

financial plan for 2010.  Please make 

every effort to attend this very         

important meeting. 

On Sunday, March 21st , directly after 

the worship service we will  beholding 

the Annual Meeting.  We encourage all 

members to attend this meeting to    

discuss the  upcoming year.  This is every   

member’s opportunity to bring        

Blue & Gold Banquet 
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March 2010 

Dear Members and Friends, 

Thank God it’s the month of March!  From this expression you can glean that I am a little weary of more 

cold and snowy weather.  March brings hope.  Hope through our risen Lord and Savior as we go from Lent 

to resurrection.  I pray that you are devoting time individually to prayer, study and seeking God as I 

suggested in my sermon “Searching for God.” 

Yes, God is nigh unto us.  We do not have to look far to find him.  Opening your Bible and studying its pages 

may help you to find Him and gain more revelation about who He is as you seek to have a meaningful 

relationship with the Trinity. 

I ask that we continue to support Haiti in our prayers and giving.  In addition, please keep the Harris and 

Herr family members in our prayers.  We lost two strong members through Virginia and Jean this past 

month. 

Let me remind you that we are approaching our Annual First Baptist Church meeting March 21, 2010.  Please 

plan to be present as we join in worship, work and fellowship.  This year, your stewardship commitments are 

very important.  There is a great need for physical plant improvements, financial growth and most 

importantly building the kingdom of God spiritually as well as winning souls for the kingdom. 

In 2010 we continue to ask God to help us advance his kingdom another 125 years. 

Let us join in prayer, loving one another, supporting each other and forgiving as Jesus forgave. 

Peace and love to each of you! 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Dr. Dennis A. Haggray 

Senior Pastor 
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Greetings and Blessings First Baptist Church! 

 The Lenten season is now upon us, and we have already begun experiencing its dynamics in a variety of ways. 

 Historically, Lent has served as a time of increased personal devotion.  It is a time of renewed piety during 

which individuals make various commitments that may be abnormal for them.  Fasting (literal or symbolic) is one 

spiritual practice that is traditionally associated with Lent.  Many others make commitments to increased service to the 

community, regular participation in church services and Bible study opportunities, and daily personal or family 

devotions. 

 At First Baptist, we have sought out a variety of opportunities to fulfill such a commitment.  We have already 

conducted our Ash Wednesday service, worshipping as last year with the congregation of the First United Methodist 

Church of La Grange.  In addition to our regular Wednesday night services (which are tailored toward the season of 

Lent), we have upcoming services on Maundy Thursday (with the congregation of Grace Lutheran) and Good Friday 

(organized by the La Grange Ministerium).  To any interested in personal or family devotions through the week, we 

have selected Parables and Passion, by John Indermark, to be our guide through the Lenten season.  The brief devotions 

in this book (five per week) will be adapted and expanded during our Wednesday night meetings. 

 This increased devotion, however, is really a manifestation of Lent's larger theme of preparation.  Properly, 

Lent prepares us for Holy Week and Easter.  But how does it prepare us?  And what is our need for preparation?  Do 

you feel a need to prepare for Easter?  Or is it just another day, or just another Sunday? 

 For most of us, preparation for Easter involves things like a shower, shave, breakfast, change of clothes, and 

leaving home in time to arrive before the Easter service starts.  If our Easter requires any further preparation, it is 

usually related to a fancy dress for a young girl, a new hat for a distinguished woman, or meal preparations for visitors. 

 We have lost all sense of spiritual preparation.  I contend that spiritual preparation is a prerequisite for any 

worship service.  Providing last-minute time for such preparation is the entire reason for the prelude and sermon 

hymn.  Yes, the worship service will go on whether or not you are spiritually prepared, but I assure you that your 

experience of the service will be vastly different when you approach it in a state of spiritual readiness. 

 Considering how little we prepare for an average Sunday, it is no wonder that the notion of a six-week period 

of preparation is beyond our comprehension.  Yet consider for a moment how the ancient Christians can teach us 

about Easter today.  Resurrection Day, in their assessment, was a day of such significance that it required a month and 

a half of spiritual preparation.  Such a view is not unlike the Old Testament notions of purity; the early Christians 

believed Easter was truly a holy day, one which required purifying yourself before taking part.  In an effort to "Be holy, 

for I am holy," the early Christians set aside a period of just over 40 days to purify themselves, cultivating an attitude of 

holiness prior to the celebration of Christ's resurrection. 

 I challenge you this year to cultivate holiness in your life.  If you do, you will find your experience of Easter to 

be far deeper than those of unprepared years.  We've all heard the expression "You get what you pay for."  With Lent, 

the more you invest, the more you will benefit. 

 May you invest yourself in new ways this Lenten season, and may you find your "spiritually prepared" Easter 

infinitely fulfilling. 

Michael Strickland  

Assistant Pastor 
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Holy Week Services 

We will join the congregation at Grace 

Lutheran Church for a Maundy Thursday 

service  on April 9th at 7:00 p.m.  The  

service will be held in their  sanctuary   

located at Catherine and Ogden Avenues 

in LaGrange. 

The LaGrange Ministerial Alliance is    

planning a Good Friday service on April 

2nd at Noon.  The host church has not yet 

been selected.  Once we have the         

information, it will be provided to you 

through email and in the Sunday bulletin. 

We feel blessed to be able to join in    

worship with our fellow community      

congregations. 

Please invite your friends and family to join 

us in preparation for this holy time in the 

Church life. 
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Rev. Dr. Dennis Haggray 

Senior Pastor 

fbclagrange@sbcglobal.net 
 

Michael Strickland 

Assistant Pastor 

assistpastor-fbc@sbcglobal.net 
 

Deb Ryder 

Administrator 

fbc-office@sbcglobal.net 

Leslie Kelley 

President of the  Congregation 

lesliekelley99@hotmail.com 

 

Cal Rickerd 

Building Manager 

 

Rich Kucera 

Custodian 

Our Church Team 



New London, N.H.  In response to the 

National Ministries Children in Poverty 

initiative.  These young people set out to 

collect one penny for each impoverished 

child in their state.  Even more valuable 

than the 60,000 pennies collected has been 

the awareness they raised around the issue 

of children in poverty. 

  Watch for the inserts in your March    

Sunday Bulletins. 

America for Christ gifts support 

Christ centered ministries that are 

transforming lives across the United 

States and Puerto Rico.  They address 

Children in Poverty initiatives and  

resettling refugees violently driven 

from their homelands to providing 

evangelism training, developing       

discipleship resources and leading 

ministry workshops and conferences.   

Their mission projects include “Care 

by Pinching Pennies for Children in 

Poverty”   A project conceived by the 

youth of the First Baptist Church in 

America For ChristñMarch Fellowship Offering 

fbc-office@sbcglobal.net 

 

First Baptist Church of LaGrange 

Phone:  708-352-2740 

Fax:  708-352-2741 

www.fbclagrange.com 

20 North Ashland Avenue 

LaGrange, IL  60525 

March, 2010 


