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On Sunday, June 13th, we at First Baptist Church of LaGrange were 

privileged to host the ordination service for Michael L. Strickland.  

Michael has been serving as our Associate Pastor since August of 2008.  

We as a church family have watched him grow professionally and 

spiritually.  We his church family, are pleased that we were able to be 

part of this wonderful service.  Many of Michaelõs friends were able to be 

part of the service, along with Rev. Dr. Larry Greenfield, Executive 

Minister of the American Baptist Church, Metro Chicago.   

Michaelõs vows were written with the help of one of his friends and were 

profound and touching.  Rev. Greenfield reminded us all that the church 

was sacred ground and asked that everyone remove their shoes and 

socks.  Not only did the ministers participating in the service did this, but 

many of the people sitting in the pews did as well.  Rev. Greenfield was 

asked to òlight the fireó within us.  And that is what he did eloquently.   

Those who participated in the service were, Rev. Jane Hawkins, chaplain 

at Elmhurst Memorial Hospital and a member of  First Baptist Church; 

Rev. Katie Snipes Lancaster, Associate Pastor at the First Congregational 

Church in LaGrange; Rev. David C.R. Weasley, Interim Pastor at the First 

Baptist Church Berwyn; Rev. Debra Williams, Pastor of Davis Memorial 

AME Church, LaGrange; Rev. Dr. Larry Greenfield, Executive Minister of 

the American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago; Rev. David C. Gregg, 

General Board Representative of the American Baptist Churches of 

Metro Chicago; Rev. Marjean Gonzalez, Chaplain of the Cook County Jail 

Ministry; Dr. Harry L. Parker, Pastor of the First Baptist Church in Oak 

Park; Nathan LeMahieu, Music and Young Adult Minister of First Baptist 

Church in Oak Park.  Along with these ministers, Terry Parks, Chair of 

our Congregational Ministry, T.J. Litwiler, our church Treasurer, and 

Leslie Kelley, the President of our Congregation, participated in the 

service as well. 

Let us keep Rev. Michael in our prayers as he embarks on his calling to 

serve the Lord and His people. 



Grace Lutheran Church of LaGrange is 

now hiring for several part-time       

positions:  

¶ Church Administrator 

¶ Administrative Assistant 

¶ Youth Ministry Coordinator 

¶ Family Ministry Coordinator  
¶ Youth Educator   

¶ Coordinator of Volunteers   

 

 

Please visit www.gracelutheran-lg.org to 

learn more about these  opportunities.  

Grace Lutheran Church is located at     

200 N. Catherine Avenue,  LaGrange, IL 

708.352.0730   

If you know of anyone looking for part-

time employment, please pass this        
information along. 
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Pastor 

Haggray is 

Movingé 

In preparation 

of his move, 

Pastor Haggray 

is looking for 

sturdy, empty 

boxes to help 

pack up his 

papers and 

books in his 

church office.  If 

you have any 

boxes, please 

leave them in 

the church 

office. 

Pastor Michael is escorted into 

the Sanctuary by Reverend Dennis 

Haggray and Reverend Larry 

Greenfield. 

Reverend Larry Greenfield gives a 

rousing homily.   

http://www.gracelutheran-lg.org/


 

Northern Seminary Congratulates its 2010 Graduates  

Three students were honored for 

their achievements: Don Winters 

received Achievement Award 

for scholastic achievement; Paul 

Rollet was honored with The Bryan 

F. Archibald Preaching Award 

for excellence in preaching; and 

Darryl Saffore earned The Ian    

Chapman Leadership Award for   

being a model of student          

leadership.  

  

Congratulations to this yearõs 

graduates!   

  

 

Saturday, June 5th was a day of            

celebration! Northern Seminary 

held its 95th commencement     

ceremony to honor this yearõs 

graduates. With over 450 guests in 

attendance, the occasion was a     

joyous one, in spite of the rain!  

  

G r a d u a t i o n  w a s  h e l d  a t              

Hammerschmidt Chapel, on the 

campus of Elmhurst College. Jerry 

Cain,  President of Judson University, 

was  the  speaker  fo r  the              

commencement ceremony. Darryl 

Saffore offered the gift of his         

incredible singing voice, and the 

Hope House Choir from Lawndale 

Community Church also shared 

their gift of music.  
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Bible 

Trivia  
The name of 
God is not 
mentioned 
in only one 
book of the 
Bible. Do 
you know 
which one? 
 
Look on 
page 4 for 
the answer! 

 

Judy Carlson Gaunt Karinsky has 
notified the church office that her son 
Christopher Gaunt (former member of 
church) was married last Saturday, 
June 12th on the island of St Lucia to 
Rebecca Martin.  Judy and her 
husband  attended the wedding as did 
her other two children, Donna and 
Carey.  All of her children live in the 
Atlanta, Georgia area.  Judy and her 
family are delighted to share this happy 
news with their old church family! 


