
The Cook County Jail 

Ministry dinner, held 

on May 1st at the Oak 

Park Baptist Church, 

was well represented 

by First   Baptist 

Church.  Two tables 

were reserved this 

year compared to one 

table in past years.  

Those who attended 

were Dr. Tom and Gail 

Litwiler, T.J. Litwiler, 

Jean Hyndman, Linda 

Clarke, Joel and Terry 

Parks, Johnnie Ruth 

Giovingo, Ann Tirpak, 

Mar jo r ie  Kohler ,      

P a s t o r  M i c h a e l     

Strickland and Audrey 

Strickland.  It was a 

great time had by all 

who    attended. 

 

The primary message 

presented was how 

God continues to work 

with their group and 

open up doors for 

preaching the òGood 

Newsó to the   inmates 

at Cook County jail.  They 

are in 11 of 13 blocs open 

to outsiders reaching out 

to cellmates.  God works 

through them in saving 

soulõs one person at a time 

and transforming lives.   

 

They are searching to see 

where God is leading them 

and put out a plea for       

volunteers feeling the 

spirit to help with this 

ministry.  Their group has 

declined in volunteers and 

is in need of people with a 

spirit for this ministry to 

step forward, if it be Godõs 

will to have it   continue.  

We ask for your          

continued prayers for both 

the inmates and those        

volunteers who choose to 

minister to them. 
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Our New Tree!  

We wish to thank 

the LaGrange 

Garden Club for 

the generous 

donation of a New 

Bradford Pear 

tree.  It was 

planted on the Bell 

Avenue side of the 

building by the 

Public Works 

Department of 

LaGrange.  It is a 

beautiful addition 

to our grounds! 

 

 

Your Carbon 

Footprint  

Would you like to 

reduce your carbon 

footprint?  Would 

you like to receive 

The Chimes via 

email?  Would you 

like to get a weekly 

update of church 

and local activities?  

If you answered 

òyesó to any of these 

questions, please 

send an email to the 

church office and 

you will be added to 

our email lists. 
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We are actively seeking Godõs guidance in leading the right Music Director to us so we can reach out to those  

hearts and souls through music in furthering the Kingdom of God.  Kevin Robbins was an exceptional individual 

 who allowed the spirit of our Lord, Jesus Christ to speak through the music he played.  Since his passing, I  

cannot help but realize how much more I have to learn about being a humble servant to God and let go of  

what I canõt control and turn it over to Him.  Kevin was a unique, unrepeated miracle of God and gave glory   

to God  in his music, life, and love for people.  He is sorely missed, but I believe that God will lead the right  

person to  us and has great plans for First Baptist Church.  We need to remind ourselves that wherever  God  

guides us, He will provide.  òPraise the greatness of the Lord, who loves to see his servants do well,ó  Psalm 35:27  

 

We are in our second term with Pastor Dennis and Pastor Michael as interim ministers and the Pastor Search 

Committee is actively searching for a permanent full time minister.  We are working with Rev. Larry  

Greenfield, the Executive Minister of our region, the ABC/MC (American Baptist Churches of Metro Chicago)  

to identify candidates that meet our criteria of òWhat we are looking for in a ministeró.  We reviewed what  

we were looking  for in a Minister utilizing the Minister Comprehensive Guide provided to us by ABC/MC.  

Under the Church Reflections section of the guide we prioritized our search as follows: 

 

¶ Develop and maintain programs and activities for enlarging the membership and/or the churchõs  

  vision for ministry.  (church growth) 

¶ Support the preaching ministry with time for preparation/reflection on the Word and commitment to  

 listen  for the Wordõs power and its implications for individuals, the church, the community and the       

 world.  (preaching) 

¶ Provide by word and presence an empathetic understanding of and concern for persons in the routine 

 and joys as well as the crises and transitions of life, giving assistance where appropriate and feasible.  

 (pastoral care) 

¶ Participate actively in worship, offering feedback and suggestions for greater participation and  

 effectiveness in the expression of praise, thanksgiving and devotion to God.  (worship preparation and  

 leading) 

¶ Create an atmosphere in which persons feel accepted, included and cared for and can identify with the 

  group.  (nurturing fellowship) 

¶ Provide opportunities (a place and/or persons) for individual, couples, families and/or groups to enter           

 a  healing relationship.  (counseling) 

¶ Communicate a comprehensive understanding of the Bible and Christian theology in terms relevant to  

 personsõ lives.  (interpreting the faith) 

¶ Cooperate with churches/leaders from Baptist and other denominations.  (interchurch cooperation) 

 

I am sharing this with all of you so that you have a better understanding of this process.  From this information  

the ABC/MC will put these criteriaõs based on importance in their data base to extrapolate individuals that   

 meet what we are looking for in a long term spiritual leader for First  Baptist Church. We will then begin the 

 interview  process.  It is a tedious process, but a necessary one for the future.    

 

 The longevity of the leadership is a critical factor for the health and growth of a church family.  Long 

 pastorates make deep, trusting, and caring relationships possible.  Without those kinds of relationships, a 

 pastor wonõt accomplish much of lasting value.  We welcome your feedback.  òGet good advice and you will 

 succeed.ó  Proverbs 20:18  

 

 Pastor Dennis is planning to join his family out east as his term is coming to an end.  He has been a blessing in 

 opening doors and raising the visibility of First Baptist Church in the community.  He is witness to what the 

 Bible says, òLove never failsó (1 Corinthians: 13:8).  He ministers out of his love for our Lord and Savior, 

 Jesus Christ.   He has helped keep our focus on saving souls, allowing the spirit of God to work through us, 

 and created a  church culture very open to change.  For this I praise God that we have been blessed by him. 

 Pastor Michael  has shared with the Pastor Relations Committee a love he has for the church life.  He is 

 young  and has learned a lot from this congregation and enjoys people.  We all know of his passion for òThe  

 Wordó  through his training in Greek and Hebrew, which he still studies and tries to help those who have 

 attended his Bible studies to realize that the translations may change over time, but the true meaning can be 

 heard in the various translations, if we search for the guidance from the Holy Spirit.  Pastor Michael will be 

 ordained in a special service on June 13th at 3:00 p.m. at our church.  We encourage all of you to attend this 

 exciting event.   

 

 We must all keep our focus on the salvation God provides to us through the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus 

 Christ.  He did this so that we may be forgiven of our sins and recognize that we have a new life and 

 relationship with God.  We have hope in the true and living God and must not waiver with this truth.  I 

 encourage all of you who have been so faithful to Godõs church to pray for guidance in these matters and 

 each other. 

 

 With God all things are possible! 

 

 In Christõs Love, 

 

 Terry Parks    
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The American Baptist Churches of 

M e t r o  C h i c a g o  O r d i n a t i o n             

Commission has recommended that 

Pastor Michael Strickland be ordained.  

This is truly a wonderful legacy that 

our congregation has been privileged 

to bring candidates for ordination    

before our church family.  Our church 

family wishes to congratulate Pastor 

Michael for all his hard work.  

Pastor Michael also wishes to   express 

his heartfelt gratitude for the love and 

prayerful support provided for him 

throughout the ordination process. 

The Ordination Service will be on Sunday, 

June 13th at 3:00 p.m. in our Sanctuary.    

The Reverend Doctor Larry Greenfield 

will be   officiating and bringing the mes-

sage for the ordination.  Please join us for 

this wonderful service.    

There will be a reception honoring Pastor 

Michael immediately following the service 

in Fellowship Hall.  Please be sure to stay 

to   welcome Pastor Michael not only to 

our church family but the family of Ameri-

can Baptist Churches! 

half-million members and supporters 

throughout the United States and the 

world and are the premier advocates 

for civil rights in their communities,    

conducting voter mobilization and 

monitoring equal opportunity in the 

public and private sectors. 
 

The NAACP's principal objective is to 

ensure the political, educational, social 

and economic equality of minority 

group citizens of United States and 

eliminate race prejudice. The NAACP 

seeks to remove all barriers of racial 

discrimination through the democratic 

processes. 
 

It was an enjoyable evening and we 

were proud that our Minister was        

involved in this good cause. 

On April 24th a group from First Baptist 

Church attended the NAACP  (National 

Association for the Advancement of   

Colored People) Freedom Fund Banquet.   
 

This event was a spirit filled evening with 

singing and spiritual messages from    

various individuals, including Pastor   

Dennis Haggray who was the keynote 

speaker that night.  There was           

representation from others churches in 

the LaGrange area.  It was an experience 

that will be cherished for a long time and 

probably attended again. 
 

Founded February 12, 1909 the NAACP 

is the nation's oldest, largest and most 

widely recognized grassrootsðbased civil 

rights organization. It has more than a 

NAACP Freedom Fund Dinner  

Pastor Michael to be Ordained  
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Second Annual 

Global Care 5K Run/

Walk - A Race for 

Sudan  

The proceeds go to 

funding a medical clinic 

in Melut, Sudan. 

 

The race/walk will start 

at 8:30 am on 

Saturday June 26th at 

the corner of Elm 

Street and Kensington 

Avenue in LaGrange.   

Registration is $25 per 
person, and race 

packets can be picked 

up Friday June 

25th from 5PM to 8PM 

at Emmanuel Episcopal 

Church at 203 S. 

Kensington Ave., 

LaGrange; or beginning 

at 7 am on Saturday 

morning.  For the 

runners, the race is 

USATF approved. 

  

If you go to 

www.emmanuel-

lagrange.org you can 

register for the run.   

http://www.emmanuel-lagrange.org
http://www.emmanuel-lagrange.org
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Get Connected & Help Holiday Meals on Wheels!  

Aloha!,  
 
Chicagoland's largest event for 60+ year old adults, the Senior Lifestyle Expo, is back again this August! 
Don't miss this luau themed End of Summer Bash . It is a great opportunity to enjoy an entertaining and 
informative group outing, all under one roof!  

5th Annual Senior Idol Competition  

The 5th Annual Senior Idol Competition  will again be a highlight of the Expo. We are very proud of our 
senior performers and hope that you or members of your club, organization or community will join us as 
participants or to cheer on our contestants!  

New -  Senior Idol Early - Bird Events  

We are excited to partner with Brookdale Senior Living Communities to host four (4) Senior Idol 
Early - Bird Events.  These are opportunities for contestants to perform their Senior Idol act in front of an 
audience PRIOR to auditions at The Senior Lifestyle Expo on Tuesday, August 24th. A chance to get out 

any bugs or jitters before performing on the Expo floor in front of our panel of judges.  

¶ You may sign up for more than one event  

¶ Audience will declare a "winner" at each event  

¶ Each winner will have their Senior Idol Expo entry fee waived  
     ($10 for individual and $20 for a group)  
 All performers in events are welcome to register to participate in Senior Idol at the Expo  
Locations -  Sign - up & Have Fun!  

June 21st, 1p.m. -  The Seasons Glenview Place  
4501 Concord Lane, Northbrook  
Call (847) 803 -7100 to sign up.  
 
June 24th, 1p.m. -  The Devonshire  
1515 Barrington Road, #1, Hoffman Estates  
Call (847) 490 -5800 to sign up.  
 
June 28th, 1p.m. -  The Meadows Glen Ellyn  
60 Nicoll Avenue, Glen Ellyn  
Call (630) 446 -1600 to sign up.  
 
July 1st, 1p.m. -  The Kenwood Lake View  
3121 North Sheridan Road, Chicago  
Call (773) 404 -9800 to sign up.  

The Expo will be held on Tuesday, August 24 and Wednesday, August 25  from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
at the Drury Lane Oakbrook Terrace.  

For more information on the Expo and all the associated events please visit our website,  
www.SeniorLifestyleExpo.org . Or contact Kim Robey at (630) 293 -5990 or expo@ageguide.org.  

We look forward to seeing you there!  

Thank You -  Ed Graziano, Show Manager  

 

Contact Us    mail:  sle@corpevent.com  

phone:  630 -293 -5990  

web:  http://www.seniorlifestyleexpo.org  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103413823462&s=51957&e=001dVk6DFIsfi02E_w_a9oSPD1NNYxIxiMDwdHIo_X8_0wPOO77lwbBL7WRY19xAiRXqWiqwRqpHDbC9AWF-fWh-CMQVLGK-6jQSW6a4fSmPgFB8k7w-t2NmzHSCb5JHFVH
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103413823462&s=51957&e=001dVk6DFIsfi02E_w_a9oSPD1NNYxIxiMDwdHIo_X8_0wPOO77lwbBL7WRY19xAiRXqWiqwRqpHDbC9AWF-fWh-CMQVLGK-6jQSW6a4fSmPgFB8k7w-t2NmzHSCb5JHFVH
http://us.mc826.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=sle@corpevent.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103413823462&s=51957&e=001dVk6DFIsfi1UjU-uqdaLZkem3jnFQeSmDGC07ryeDLcbYJloGaC8LTFHe3Dtq8oBEIob0AR_huAgvTteX4Vn6xvevv81bO9OvidIkJkdUi8Qzaoav6ro4PZISSr6UfN2
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Happy June First Baptist Church! 

Most of the òvacationsó (I use the term loosely) that April and I have taken in the last few years have been 

fast, high-mileage, and sometimes obligatory visits to family members 500 to 600 miles away.  They have been 

everything a vacation should NOT be:  rushed, stress-inducing, and conflict-filled. 
 

I write this note on the western shore of Norfolk Lake, Missouri.  When I step out of the shade, the sun is 

like fire on my already sunburned arms.  The sky is a brilliant blue, and the air is so clear and clean that I can 

see both moon and stars, even though it is early afternoon.  The temperature is over 85 degrees, and I forgot 

how little you can do in heat like this without getting sick. 
 

And Iõm brilliantly content.  I had forgotten how good it feels to simply be.  To not worry, stress, or 

otherwise allow the future to infiltrate the present.  And in my greatly perspired state of bliss, I realize how 

much of a problem that is for me.  So much of my faltering energy and meager resources are wasted on 

things I cannot know or do anything about. 
 

But itõs not must my emotional well-being at stake here; my ability to respond to Godõs direction in the 
everyday moments of life is compromised as well when I do not fully live in the present.  This became clear 

as I began to realize an òempowering neighborlinessó to others when you are living in the present instead of 

the future: 
 

---Itõs easier to chat with the cashier at the grocery store when you are not already thinking of where you 

are going next. 

---Itõs easier to help a stranded motorist when it doesnõt matter when you arrive at your destination. 

---Itõs easier to genuinely hear and be with others when your mind is focused on them rather than your to

-do list. 
 

I suspect we are all better people when we experience the timelessness that comes from living life in the 

present.  Our challenge is to do it even when weõre not on vacation (though sometimes it is challenging to 

even live in the present during vacation).  But I think that is a significant part of what Jesus intended when he 

told his followers they may be in the world, but they are not of the world (John 17:14, and others). 
 

As residents of this planet earth, citizens of this country, neighbors to our communities, and kin to our 

families, we have roles and responsibilities that require a certain level of future-orientation.  But we also must 

remember that we are but sojourners in this world; our real citizenship lies in heaven.  It is to our Christian 

responsibilities that we must remain loyal and focused:  love of God and neighbor.  We must not allow our 

minds to settle too deeply into anticipating the future, or we will fail in our Christian responsibilities to the 

present.  Jesus reminded the Galilean crowds not to be anxious about tomorrow, òfor tomorrow will be 

anxious for itself.  Sufficient for the day is its own troubleó (Matt 6:34).  Letõs start listening to the present 

and weõll hear God speak. 

 

Michael Strickland 

Assistant Pastor 



The bible is truly a piece of divine      

intervention and continuously 

shows us how God was the author.  

Did you know that the center 

verse of the bible is Psalm 118:8 

which says òTrust in God alone, not 

manó (paraphrased).  This makes 

Psalm 118 the center chapter of 

the bible.  The shortest chapter in 

the bible is Psalm 117 and the   

longest chapter in the bible is 

Psalm 119. 

There are 594 chapters before 

Psalm 118 and 594 chapters after 

Psalm 118.  594 + 594 = 1188.  

This leads you back to the center 

of the bible: Psalm 118:8 òTrust in 

God alone, not man.ó 

 

If you have an interesting Bible 

Trivia, please send it to the 

Church office so it may be        

included in a future Chimes. 

Leslie Kelley 

President of the Congregation 

lesliekelley99@hotmail. Com 
 

Deb Ryder 

Church Administrator 

Fbc-office@sbcglobal.net 
 

Cal Rickerd 

Building Manager 

Rev. Dr. Dennis A. Haggray 

Senior Pastor 

fbclagrange@sbcglobal.net 
 

Pastor Michael Strickland 

Assistant Pastor 

Assispastor-fbc@sbcglobal.net 
 

Rich Kucera 

Custodian 

Our Church Team  

 

Bible Trivia  
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2010 Annual 
Church Picnic  

L: Ella Herr 
and Audrey 
Strickland  

R: Pastor 
Dennis 
Haggray  

 


