Special Thanks
for Haiti Relief

Thank you for
helping raise
$757.00 for the
earthquake victims
in Haiti.
Joel Parks
Mission Chair
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Special Thanks...

Special Thanks to everyonéd.ord, Jesus Christ and
who helped in thedoing Godds \&wl
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preparation of our Annual NE) ’ww/e;%
Meeting. | have heardThank you, Rich Kucera -

from many members whofor making the beautiful
attended or unable to cross that was placed near
attend, (Joel and | werethe First Baptist Church
out of town) about the wooden sign. Your work
professionalism of thealways displays your love
meeting and the Annuafor God, and you are a

Report. true follower of Christ. °
May God bless you and W
Thank you, Deb Ryder, foryour family as we continue

all your hard work in to be blessed with your

preparing the 2009 Annualfriendship and care of the

Report and the new 2010grounds and facility at First

Church Directory. They Baptist Church.

look great! The bright

glowing green can be seeihank you, Skip and Chris

clear across a dark room.Szot, for providing a won- @bﬁgado!

It helps me find myderful dinner following the

Directory when I need it. annual meeting. You have |nside this issue:
blessed us with so many

Thank you, Leslie, for yourwonderful meals, your  goy ScoutNews 2

leadership skills andove, and friendship.

commi t ment Thank yduiofar deing you  Cook County Jail 2

work and for an excellentand sharing your God  MmstyDinner

presentation at the annualgiven gifts with us, and of :‘A‘z‘;t’l’;"; Family Counci 3

meeting. You make a greatourse, those wonderful,

public speaker, and are alelectable treats.

unique, unrepeated,
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miracle of God. Thankl n Chri stés Lc¢ &
you for y our Joel and Terry Parks Annual Picnic 6
encouragement and
endless enthusiasm in Pastor Denr7 &s

keeping us focused on our
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e=2> Boy Scouts Equipment Needs

Boy Scouts is an organization thand minimal adult leadership. At
teaches leadership and reinforcdhis time the Troop is trying to
the values taught by differentaise money to buy a trailer to
religious backgrounds. First Baptistore and transport equipment
Church has been a Charteffor their different outings. At
Organization for Troop 39 sincepresent they have raised two
1918, and after several years dhhirds of the approximately
dormancy the troop was restarted$3,000 they will need through
last year. Our responsibility as &éamily giving and projects. If
Charter Organization is to provideanyone would like to help
a meeting place for the Troop andupport them through a
also supply adult leadership amtbnation, please make a check
financial assistance when neededit to First Baptist Church and
For the last 20 years we have onlgesignate it in the memo portion
needed to supply a meeting plade Troop 39.

Cook County Jail Ministry Dinner

On Saturday, May 1, 2010, the Firsbuching lives and transforming
Baptist Church of Oak Park will bendividuals, good Christian music
hosting the Cook County Jail Minisand great fellowship. Anyone in-
try Spring FundRaiser Dinner. Theterested can contact Joel Parks
church is located at 820 Ontario iror the office.

Oak Park.

There will be a time of fellowship
from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Dinner
will begin at 6:30 p.m. Our church
will be reserving a table for this
special event. There will be testi-
monies of how this ministry is
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ABC/MC Family Council Meeting

On Saturday, May 8th, we will beavho wish to help with
hosting the quarterly Familyegistration and the
Council Meeting of the Americarrefreshments/luncheon.

Baptist Church of Metro Chicago

Th h lei foll :
The primary agenda item for the & schedule is as follows

day wi | | be o0Criteri &30fammr Cont
Me mber ship I n A B CRddistraiion amdh e
worship leader will be Samira Refreshments
ElYasir who will bring us a message 9:00 a.m.
regarding the faithful challenge to Worship
the Haitian crisis. 9:45 a.m.

Program

This should prove to be a very

. : . - 11:00 a.m.

interesting meeting. Please join u : :

. . uarterly Business Meeting

in helping to make everyone fee Noon

welcome in our church home. .
Luncheon

There will be a sign up sheet in
Fellowship Hall for those of you

Stewardship Opportunities

Do you have an extra houroncea&c of f ee cake 't hat is the o0be:
month? Do you want to helpe v er tasteddé6 that you want t
around the church but have limitecdbut you are afraid you would eat the
time? You could help by preparingvhole thing? Why not host a social
communion on the first Sunday ohour after worship one Sunday?
the month. There are sign up sheets for both o

these ministries in Fellowship Hal

Do you havg a special cool.<|e "SCIPBlease think about these opportunities
you would like to share with your .
and sign up to help one Sunday.

church family? Is there a family
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Greetings and blessings First Baptist Church!

Spring has indeed sprung, and we have witnessed some tremendously beautiful days of late. | don't knc
whether this could be proven or disproved, but | imagine the day Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Moun
(Matthew 57; Luke 6:1748) was much like the day | wrote this note: the sky is blue, the sun is warm, and the
breeze is slightly cool. Tuning out the noise of traffic, airplanes flying overhead, and the seemingly omniprese
barrage of construction sounds, it is easy to get lost among the many chirps and chatters of nature's symphon
The rise and fall of different voices and the sudden crescendos and silences that involve so many creatures test
to a community of mutual existence, knit together by the knowing hand of God.

| can so easily visualize Jesus sitting slightly uphill so we all can see him, and hear him drawing inspira
from the world around him. "Do not be anxious about your life,” he says, "what you will eat or what you will
drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than
clothing?" (Matt 6:25).

Jesus gestures to a pair of sparrows chasing each other through the atmosphere: "Look at the birds of th
air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of
more value than they?" (Matt 6:26).

The birds' flight draws Jesus' eye to a brilliant patch of white and yellow flowers further down the hill:
"And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor
spin, yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the gras
of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you
of little faith?" (Matt 6:28130).

Much is uncertain in our lives and world today. Joblessness remains an epidemic in this country. The rat
of foreclosures are still high. There recently has been talk of bringing in the National Guard to help combat the
violence on the streets of Chicago. Utility prices continue to rise, but inces®uld one be lucky enough to
have a source of incom@emains the same or decreases.

In addition, we are a divided world. Unlike the community of nature, which cooperates for mutual
existence, humanity seems to work so hard to divide itself. We ostracize and stigmatize each other (usually fron
a "safe" distance), based on political opinions and a willful ignorance about the plight of our fellow human beings.

Jesus tells us just a verse or two later: "Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' ol
'What shall we wear?' For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you nee
them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you" (Ma
6:31:33). There are two lessons out of this that we need to hear.

First, God knows your tangible physical needs and desires to provide for them. | know all too well from
past personal experience how hard it is to believe that statement when you don't know where your next meal
will come from, or when you recognize you have no money to make the next rent payment. But | also testify that
I never went hungry for very long and God always provided a place.

Second, ourfreedom from anxiety about tangible physical needs provides us witeedom to pursue
God and the life of Christ. When we stop concerning ourselves with ourtdagiay needs, we have the time and
emotional and spiritual energy to "seek the Kingdom of God and his righteousness."

Let us hear, as did Jesus, the testimony of nature around us this season: God provides. Now stoj

worrying and be the light of the world.

Michael Strickland
Assistant Pastor



Pages

Volume 58, Issue 5

Aeq |eloway

INOH [e120S 00:2T
diysiom 00:TT
100YdS yaInyd G7:6

010Z AVIN

1€ (0]

INOH [e120S 00:2T

diysiom 00:TT

[00Y2S YaINYD St7:6

J21u9) J9aled 00:6 aulpeaq Jans|smaN

6¢ 8¢ yX4 14 14 144 €c

Jauuig

[euonebaibuod 00:2T

10yQ |9dueyd 0¢:L diysiop 00:TT

J19ueD J1eared 00:6| APMIS 9)qIg 0€:9 [0049S YoINYD S:6

Z2c TC (014 6T 8T LT 91

INOH [e100S ON 00:2T

Bunasy diysiopn 00:TT

uooesad 00 :Z. |00Y2S YoINyD St:6

12WwaY 19ared 00:6 | APMS 9119 0€:9hus 1ed 00 : 6 5ylon Adden

ST VT €T ¢l 1T 0T 6

BN 1w 21IsNIN 0€:2T

abueioe] 0g4 1e INOH [e190S 00:2T

Bunasiy [1ounod AjiweS diysiom 00:TT

JIN/O9V 00:6 12WwaY 19ared 00:6 | APMS 9119 0€:9hus 1ed 00 :6 [00Y2S YaINYD G:6

8 L 9 S 14 € Z
auuig Ansiui jreg
Auno) X009 00:9
I

1es 14 nyL pPam anl UON uns




The Chimes

Pages

Annual Church Picnic and Summer Worship Hours

Save the date!! Plan to attend!! The
Annual First Baptist Church Picnic
will take place on Sunday, June 6th.
Our church worship will begin at
10:00 a.m. as we transition to
summer hours. Directly following the
worship service we will meet out on
the north lawn, weather permitting,
for the church picnic.

The main course of ribs, chicken,
burgers and hot dogs will be
provided. We are asking those who

May Fellowship Offering

are able, to bring a side dish or a dessert.
There is a sign up sheet in Fellowship Hall
for all that are able to bring a dish to share.
As usual, the church will provide the eating
utensils, condiments, and drinks.

Games are being planned for all to
participate, along with our annual game of
Bingo where everyone walks away a
wi nner . Come out and
forget to invite your family and friends to
join us!!

American Baptist International Ministhat tell the good news of Jesus Christ
tries, organized in 1814, is the oldeswhile meeting human needs.

Baptist Mission agency formed
North America. We serve more than
2,500 shoriterm missionaries annu-
ally, bringing U.S. and Puerto Rico
churches together with partners in 7
countries in cuttingedge ministries

Updates to the Directory

in

Our congregation helps to support

We ndy Bernhard and
Haiti. Please consider the work they do

gn serving others for God in your contri-
butions.

Weekly Updates

Pastor Jane Hawkins email is incorrect|f you would like to received the

in the directory, it is
chaplainjaneh@hotmail.com

Please update your directory.

weekly updates via your email, please
send a note to the church office. You
may leave a note in the office or send
an email tofbc-office@sbcglobal.net

Stay informed, join our weekly update
group!


mailto:chaplainjaneh@hotmail.com

